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Rhyme 
and 

reason
Poetry in the 21st century wears 

di% erent hats. Vogue meets 
three women leading new ways 

for old words. 
By SHAHNAZ SIGANPORIA

POETRY

STHE DIGITAL REVIVALIST
ALLIE ESIRI

“Sometimes you reach a point where you 
UHZLQG� WR� ZKDW� \RX� À�UVW� ORYHG� GRLQJ. A few 
PRQWKV� DJR, I reached that point,” says 
/RQGRQ�EDVHG�$OOLH�(VLUL��45��´$V�D�FKLOG��,�KDG�
WKLV�PDVVLYH�DQWKRORJ\�RI�FODVVLF�SRHPV�WKDW�,�
UHDG�DQG�UH�UHDG��:KLOH�,�ZDV�LQWURVSHFWLQJ��,�
ZDV�JLIWHG�DQ�L3DG��DQG�UHDOLVHG�KRZ�EULOOLDQW�
WKLV�OLWWOH�SLHFH�RI�WHFKQRORJ\�is. I knew I had 
to marry my passion for poetry with this 
QHZIRXQG�ORYH�WR�EULQJ�WKH�ZULWLQJ�WR�OLIH�IRU�
WKH�QH[W�JHQHUDWLRQ�µ�

She soon found a way. (VLUL� DQG�
5DFKHO�.HOO\��D�VWDII�ZULWHU�at the Times, 
SRROHG their SDUHQWLQJ� know-how (they 
KDYH� HLJKW� FKLOGUHQ� EHWZHHQ� WKHP� and 
FDPH� XS� ZLWK� L)� 3RHPV�� D� FKLOGUHQ’s 
SRHWU\�DSS�OLNH�QRQH�RWKHU��
$IWHU� VWXG\LQJ� )UHQFK� DQG� 6SDQLVK�

OLWHUDWXUH� DW� WKH� 8QLYHUVLW\� RI� &DP�
EULGJH�� (VLUL� ZRUNHG� LQ� WKHDWUH� DQG�
WHOHYLVLRQ�� 2Q� VWDJH�� VKH�ZDV�ZLWK� WKH�
(QJOLVK�6KDNHVSHDUH�&RPSDQ\�� DQG� RQ�
TV she was seen in Poirot and Men Behaving 
Badly�� 6KH� VRRQ� ZHQW� IURP� UHDGLQJ� OLQHV� WR�
ZULWLQJ�WKHP��DQG�PRYHG�WR�1HZ�<RUN�ZKHUH�
VKH�ZRUNHG�IRU�D�QXPEHU�RI�SXEOLFDWLRQV�LQFOXG�
LQJ�86�Vogue�� $IWHU� D�ZKLOH�� VKH� UHWXUQHG� WR�
/RQGRQ��ZKHUH�VKH�VWDUWHG�ZRUN�RQ�L)�3RHPV��
,Q�DQ�LQWHUDFWLYH�DQWKRORJ\��ZLWK�D�FROOHFWLRQ�

RI�����SRHPV�E\�ZULWHUV�UDQJLQJ�IURP�:LOOLDP�

I

%ODNH�WR�/HZLV�&DUUROO��WKH�SRHPV�DUH�FDWHJR�
ULVHG� E\� DJH��mood and theme. But the best 
SDUW� LV� OLVWHQLQJ�WR�WKH� OLNHV�RI�DFWRUV�+HOHQD�
%RQKDP�&DUWHU�DQG�%LOO�1LJK\�UHDG�WKH�SRHWU\��
<RX�FDQ�MRLQ�WKH�FHOHEULW\�YRLFHV�E\�UHFRUGLQJ�
\RXUVHOI��WRR��$YDLODEOH�LQ����FRXQWULHV��WKH�DSS�
PDNHV�SRHWU\�DFFHVVLEOH�WR�DGXOWV�DV�ZHOO��DQG�
GRHV�DZD\�ZLWK�WKH�LGHD�WKDW�YHUVH�LV�WKH�GR�
PDLQ� RI� WKH� OLWHUDWL�� ´3HRSOH� DUH� PRYHG� E\�
ZRUGV�� DQG� ,� WKLQN� SHRSOH� OLNH� SRHWU\� PRUH�
than they think they do,” she says. “My apps 
ZLOO�KHOS�WKHP�XQGHUVWDQG�WKLV�µ�(VLUL�LVQ·W�À�Q�

LVKHG�\HW��WKRXJK³VKH·V�FXUUHQWO\�ZRUN�
LQJ�RQ�WKH�ODXQFK�RI�KHU�QH[W�DSS��7KH�
/RYH�%RRN��ZKLFK� LQFRUSRUDWHV�SRHWU\�
DQG� ORYH� OHWWHUV� IRU� ORYHUV�� WKH� ORYHVLFN�

and the broken-hearted. 

THE VERSE SCREENER
SHRIPRIYA MAHESH

,Q�KHU�À�QDO�\HDU�RI�WKH�*UDGXDWH�)LOP�SUR�
JUDP�DW�1<8��WKH�HQHUJHWLF�6KULSUL\D�0D�
KHVK������VLJQHG�XS�IRU�D�FODVV�FDOOHG�'LUHFW�
LQJ�3RHWU\��7ZHOYH�ZULWHU�GLUHFWRUV�ZRXOG�EH�
VKRUWOLVWHG��DQG�HDFK�ZRXOG�ZRUN�RQ�DGDSWLQJ�
D� SRHP� LQWR� D� VKRUW� À�OP�� 6KH� ZDV� SLFNHG�
WR�EHJLQ�KHU�WXWHODJH�XQGHU�+ROO\ZRRG·V�LQWHO�

OHFWXDO� KHDUWWKURE� -DPHV� )UDQFR��
ZKR� ZDV� OHDGLQJ� WKH� VWXG\� JURXS��
$QG�WKDW·V�KRZ�0DKHVK�EHJDQ�ZRUN�
LQJ�RQ�KHU�VKRUW�À�OP��The Color Of 
Time,� VWDUULQJ� )UDQFR� DQG� -HVVLFD�
&KDVWDLQ��DPRQJ�RWKHUV��
3RHWU\�ZDV�QRZKHUH� RQ� WKH�KRUL�

]RQ�IRU�WKLV�&KHQQDL�ERUQ�DQG�UDLVHG�
woman³LQ�VFKRRO��VKH�ZDV�REVHVVHG�
ZLWK�KHU�FDPHUD�DQG�WKRXJKW�VKH�

SCREEN TIME
A still from Allie Esiri’s 
(inset) interactive 
poetry app, iF Poems

PAGE TURNER
Shripriya Mahesh (below) 
trans-creates poetry into 
short fi lms such as The 
Color Of Time (bottom), 
starring James Franco 
and Jessica Chastain
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